
 
 
 

    Field Study Expectations  
  

 
Purpose & Introduction 
Field studies are an essential part of learning at The Emerson School. They extend classroom 
learning into our community and provide students with authentic opportunities to explore, 
investigate, and make meaningful connections. Some field studies are planned in advance, while 
others occur spontaneously as part of project-based learning. As active members of our urban 
community, students regularly walk throughout the neighborhood and use public transportation to 
visit parks, businesses, organizations, and other learning spaces. 

To help ensure the safety of everyone involved and represent Emerson positively, students are 
expected to: 

●​ Follow the directions of teachers and adult chaperones promptly. 
●​ Stay with their assigned group and supervising adults at all times. 
●​ Use a safe body and make safe choices. 
●​ Treat people, businesses, public spaces, and property with respect. 
●​ Use kind and respectful language. 
●​ Demonstrate responsibility while walking in the community and riding public transportation. 
●​ Contribute positively to the learning experience for everyone. 

Teachers will prepare students for each field study by reviewing expectations beforehand and 
providing guidance and support throughout the experience. When concerns arise, staff will use 
Positive Discipline practices to teach, problem-solve, repair harm, and help students develop the 
skills needed to make better choices. Families will be informed if a student is repeatedly struggling 
to meet field study expectations. 

Participation in Field Studies 
Because field studies are an integral part of Emerson's curriculum, decisions to not have a student 
participate in a particular field study are made only after other reasonable interventions have been 
attempted, unless the student's behavior presents an immediate safety risk. 

If a student's behavior repeatedly creates safety concerns or demonstrates that they are unable to 
safely participate, the teacher, in consultation with the Executive Director when appropriate, may 
determine that the student will not participate in a future field study. This decision is based on safety 
and the student's readiness to participate successfully, not as punishment. 

Examples of behaviors that may result in a student not participating in a future field study include, 
but are not limited to: 

●​ Leaving the group or an assigned adult without permission. 
●​ Running away from the group or into unsafe areas. 
●​ Refusing to follow directions from teachers or adult chaperones when safety is involved. 
●​ Physical aggression toward students, staff, volunteers, or members of the public. 
●​ Threatening or attempting to harm another person. 
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●​ Intentionally damaging public or private property. 
●​ Using language or behavior that harasses, intimidates, or targets others. 
●​ Repeatedly engaging in behavior that prevents the group from safely participating after 

redirection and support. 
●​ Bringing prohibited or dangerous items on a field study. 
●​ Any other behavior that creates a significant safety risk for the student or others. 

Whenever possible, Emerson staff will work with the student and family before a student is excluded 
from a future field study. The goal is always to identify the supports and strategies needed for the 
student to safely participate in future learning experiences. 

If a student is unable to participate in a field study because of safety concerns, Emerson will work 
with the family to develop an appropriate educational plan for that day whenever feasible. 

Health & Attendance 
Since field studies are a regular part of the school day, students who are too ill to participate should 
remain at home. The Emerson School is unable to provide supervision for students who remain on 
campus while their class is participating in a field study. 

Please ensure your child comes to school each day dressed for outdoor learning and walking. 
Comfortable shoes and weather-appropriate clothing help students safely participate in the full 
Emerson experience. 
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